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IN THIS ISSUE�
WELCOME to our Autumn

newsletter for families,

governors and stakeholders to

find out all about what has been

happening over the past term

here at Spring Brook Upper! We

would like to take this

opportunity to wish all of our

pupils, staff and families all the

very best for Christmas. 
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INTERACT WITH US!
You can keep up with what we’re doing here at Spring Brook Upper via our

Facebook page and through our weekly blogs. The New Bridge Group Twitter

and Facebook pages also provide regular updates from across the New Bridge

family. We love to see your feedback and comments and look forward to

sharing our activities and adventures with you!
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A message from your headteacher.
It has been a very busy, successful term for our

staff and pupils. September seems like a distant

memory. We are all looking forward to Christmas

and our whole staff team would like to wish you all

a very happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year.

This term has been packed with activities, visitors

into school, educational visits outside of school

and new curriculum developments as we move

forward. This has all been in addition to our staff

and children working extremely hard to cover the

national curriculum and to ensure our children all

fulfil their potential.

Our school continues to grow with additional

children starting all of the time, which is a wonderful

compliment and testimony to the team here.

During a recent tour of the school by the Oldham

SEND & Inclusion team, we were yet again honoured

in feedback, given the following key reflections:

• The assembly was outstanding.

• They got to see the students in engaged

lessons.

• The family room worked well to see modelled

use of the room as partnership working space.

• The real tangible changes the Lead Educational

Psychologist saw in one of our learners were huge.

• The staff were fabulous.



This is a fantastic achievement and something we have all contributed

towards. It was highlighted by the Educational Psychologist, who has

been working with one of our learners since they attended their

mainstream primary, some years ago, and concurred that the difference

the interventions we, at Spring Brook Upper school, had made to the

quality of not only educational life, but whole life changes, for our

learners was exceptional.

The highlights for me this year were the differences the physical changes

we applied to the building over the summer made to us, and how they

have contributed to a cohort of learners that feel listened to and

involved. This, in turn, has meant our learners have improved

dramatically in terms of behaviour and academic progress. 

It was great to see the confidence in our children and the smiles on their

faces. Again, these events coupled with an engaging vocational

curriculum for our year 9’s enrich the curriculum and allow education to

take place both inside and outside of the classroom.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all well at this special

time of the year and hope 2023 brings you more amazing experiences.

Together, we really are creating meaningful

futures.

Merry Christmas to you all from everyone at

Spring Brook Upper School

Andrew Jones, 

Head of School



Message from the Executive
Head 
To everyone in the Spring Brook and Springboard Project

communities, can I start by wishing you all a very Merry Christmas

and all the best for the new year.

It has been a whirlwind of a first term, with lots of change across

our schools and settings.

Change can be daunting, but I am so proud of how well our pupils,

staff teams and families have adapted to new faces and new

routines. You have all done yourselves proud, and it is a privilege

to be a part of your teams. 

It only seems like five minutes ago that we were starting the

academic year back in September, and we’re already preparing for a

two week break to spend some time with family and friends.

This will be a well deserved rest for all of us, but I know that for lots

of people out there, this Christmas is likely to be the most challenging

in recent memory, due to the ongoing ‘cost of living’ crisis. 

Wherever necessary, please reach out to the pastoral teams at our

schools if you are struggling. They will be able to signpost you to

various channels of support. 

New Bridge is a large organisation, but our values are very much

like those of a tight knit family, in that we look out for each other.

Please don’t suffer in silence.

When we come back in January, I know that we’ll hit the ground

running across all three of the sites I am Executive Head for. I am

really excited about the challenges ahead, and know that we’ll face

them together, head on, with the best interests of the young people

we teach, nurture and care for, at the centre of everything we do. 

I hope you manage to spend some quality

time with the people you love this Christmas.

To our pupils, young people, staff, families,

governors and other stakeholders, Merry

Christmas.

Jenny Dunne

Executive Head



Message from Chair of
Governors

Hello, everyone...

It’s amazing how time flies, we are now in December and Christmas is around the corner.

Everyone is getting into the spirit, decorating classrooms, making crafts and hosting

fairs.

I would like to welcome Jenny Dunne, our new executive Head of Spring Brook, who

is making many changes within the schools.

Also, Andrew Jones, our new Head of Site at Upper School.

The staff have all pulled together and even volunteered time so the children could

still take part in school football, and have ensured they have had opportunities to

continue education visits along with a bespoke vocational curriculum for the year 9s.

This has been done by a brilliant team, well done to all.

Not forgetting Spring Brook Lower with Toni, Head of Site and her team, who work

tirelessly with our young people.

On the 7th of December, children took part in the Christmas concert.

The feedback l have received from parents was fantastic, saying it was the best

concert Spring Brook has ever done, and this is all down to the fabulous staff that

made it happen, so a big thank you and well done!

Finally, this year has been hard for staff having to work harder due to sickness leading

to staff shortages and it has definitely been challenging at time, but we have a team

of staff that pull together, so well done to every one of you.

To close, I would like to wish all staff, children and parents a very Merry Christmas

and a happy new year.

Keep Safe 

Kind regards 

Val and all the governors 



John Muir Award
Helping each other, crossing rivers, standing under

waterfalls and sliding down river water slides – it can only

be the #johnmuiraward

at Spring Brook Upper.

Well done Miss Young

and Miss Waterhouse’s

classes for being

awesome adventurers!

SBU4
Adventures
SBU 4 had a spook-tacular week exploring the

traditions associated with both Halloween and

Bonfire Night. To celebrate Halloween, the class

bought and carved their own pumpkins, competed in a Mummy-thon Competition and went trick-or-

treating around the school building.

We then turned our attention to

Bonfire Night and went to Rochdale

Fire Museum for a first-hand

account of how to stay safe at this

time of year.  Pupils discussed

firework/ bonfire safety, how to call

for help in an emergency and the

role of a firefighter (which wouldn’t

have been complete without trying

on the uniform, having a go of the

hose, sitting in the fire engine and

sliding down the station pole!).



Children in Need – 
A successful Fundraiser!
Spring Brook took part in Children in Need, which again was a

roaring success, we raised an amazing £88.00 for Children in Need.

Our students (and staff!) really

enjoyed the array of delicious

cakes that were available, some

of them made by the students

themselves!

A big thank you to Mrs Culhane for organising this.

A Bowling Success!
We took a group of students to a bowling competition.  They came

2nd place out of 17 teams from various schools across the borough! 

A particularly impressive

feat from Morgan, who

had never bowled before

and initially launched the

bowling ball over arm like

a basketball!

Spring Brook FC
Mr Smith and Mr Roscoe have put

together a football club which runs after

school on Monday evenings.  This has

proved to be a complete success with

our students, who are

now going from

strength to strength.

So much so, they have now been enrolled into a football tournament on 13th

December 2022 where they will be playing against other schools within the

borough.  Keep your eye out on our Website and Facebook pages for updates!



Year 9 Pathway  
As part of the mountain/trail biking

pathway for year 9 our students

build up their skills of bike handling

and riding on different terrains

before we tackle the trails. This

involves some careful training using the pump track and

mountain bike skills track at Clayton Vale. 

Once pupils are confident and safe enough on the

various terrains then the pupils can learn about riding

long distance tracks in public risk assessing potential

challenges and choosing correct routes. 

The students have been excellent so far and safety and

bike handling skills have improved dramatically. Well

done!



Remembrance Day Spring
Brook Style

Spring Brook honoured the fallen this

year.  Our students were extremely

respectful, and they enjoyed learning

all about Remembrance Day.

Some of our students took a trip to

the Cenotaph to pay their respects.

We even had our very own “Cadet”

who arrived in full uniform.

Professor Hopkins’ Riddles
Each week during our school assemblies, students are given a “riddle”

to solve, we have included a couple of his riddles below.  Good Luck!!

Answers:-1. 2 (o’clock)   2. INCORRECTLY
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